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• United Nations

“meeting the needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their own needs” 

• Cambridge dictionary

“the quality of causing little or no damage to 
the environment and therefore able to 
continue for a long time”

• Oxford dictionary

“avoidance of the depletion of natural 
resources in order to maintain an ecological 
balance”

What is sustainability?
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• Multidisciplinarity

studying a subject from multiple different disciplines at the same time with no integration of 
perspectives nor findings.

• Interdisciplinarity

integrate perspectives or insights from different disciplines through interaction, in order to better 
understand a complex phenomenon.

• Transdisciplinarity

overarching synthesis of disciplines. New methodological and theoretical frameworks, co-
production of knowledge with stakeholders
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Multidisciplinarity
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Interdisciplinarity
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Transdisciplinarity
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Global sustainability… understanding the issues

"If I had an hour to solve a problem, I'd spend 55 minutes 
thinking about the problem and five minutes thinking about 
solutions."
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The UN Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN) mobilizes global scientific and technological 
expertise to promote practical problem solving for sustainable development and operates under the 
auspices of the UN Secretary General and leadership of Professor Jeffrey Sachs since 2012. We are 
committed to supporting the implementation of the SDGs at local, national, and global scales. 

Through the network, SDSN brings together universities, research centres, and other knowledge 
institutions focusing on: 

• Providing and mobilizing support for the SDGs;

• Promoting practical Solution Initiatives and long-term pathways for sustainable development;

• Promoting high-quality education and research collaboration for sustainable development; 

• Supporting governments in understanding and addressing the challenges of sustainable 
development. 

SDSN is building a global network of sustainable development problem solvers
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2000+ SDSN Member institutions supported by 57 National & Regional Networks
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https://www.unsdsn.org/resources/the-sustainable-development-report-2024/
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2024 SDG dashboards for OECD 
countries (levels and trends)
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2024 SDG dashboards for OECD 
countries (levels and trends)
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Average SDG Index score by selected country groups, 2015–2023

Leave no one behind???
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https://sdsn-blacksea.auth.gr/
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https://www.sdsnyouth.org/
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SDG Academy
https://sdgacademy.org/
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https://arsinoe-project.eu/
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Partners
European 
countries

Case studies in 
Europe

Million Euros Months 
(2021 – 2025)

481591541

Climate-resilient regions through systemic 
solutions and innovations
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9 Case studies in Europe

CS#1: 
Athens metropolitan 

area

CS#2: 
Mediterranea

n Ports

CS#3: 
Main River

CS#4: 
Ohrid/Prespa 

lakes

CS#5: Canary 
Islands

CS#6: 
Black Sea

CS#7: 
Southern 
Denmark

CS#8: 
Torbay and Devon 

county

CS#9: Sardinia
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Systems Innovation Approach

In a systems innovation approach, solutions become a set of integrated and coordinated interventions
in economic, political and social systems.

Visualizing Systems Thinking

(https://arsinoe-project.eu/securstorage/2024/03/ARSINOE_D2.1.pdf)
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Systems Innovation Approach

In a systems innovation approach, solutions become a set of integrated and coordinated interventions
in economic, political and social systems.

Visualizing Systems Thinking

(https://arsinoe-project.eu/securstorage/2024/03/ARSINOE_D2.1.pdf)

Context and solutions to face climate change 
are identified by qualitative analysis in LLs and 
through interviews and workshops, where the

targeted stakeholders and citizens will co-design 
an accepted vision of the future and set a list of 

possible pathways to reach their goals.
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“Ask not what the 
SDGs can do for 
you, ask what you 
can do for the 
SDGs”
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“Politicians discussing global warming”

Isaac Cordal (Berlin)
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Director, Water Resources 
Engineering and Management Lab 

Vice-president, Department of Civil 
Engineering

Director, postgraduate program 
“Protection of the environment and 
sustainable development”

President, Association of European 
Civil Engineering Faculties

Elected fellow, World Academy of 
Arts and Science

Member, European School of 
Sustainability Science and Research

Chair, UN Sustainable Development 
Solutions Network – SDSN Black Sea

Member, UN SDSN Global Climate 
Hub

Member, UN Council of Engineers for 
the Energy Transition

Former President, Greek 
Hydrotechical Association

Funder-Director, Resilient and 
Innovation Sustainable Engineering hub

Member, Global Climate Innovation 
Coalition

http://hydro.civil.auth.gr/labs/2008-11-20-10-36-19.html
http://hydro.civil.auth.gr/labs/2008-11-20-10-36-19.html
https://web.civil.auth.gr/en/
https://web.civil.auth.gr/en/
http://ppva.civil.auth.gr/
http://ppva.civil.auth.gr/
http://ppva.civil.auth.gr/
https://web.fe.up.pt/~aecef/
https://web.fe.up.pt/~aecef/
https://worldacademy.org/
https://worldacademy.org/
https://esssr.eu/
https://esssr.eu/
http://sdsn-blacksea.auth.gr/
http://sdsn-blacksea.auth.gr/
https://unsdsn.globalclimatehub.org/
https://unsdsn.globalclimatehub.org/
https://www.unido.org/CEET
https://www.unido.org/CEET
https://eye.web.auth.gr/
http://www.sisyphus-optimization.web.auth.gr/
http://www.sisyphus-optimization.web.auth.gr/
https://www.gcic-sdg.org/
https://www.gcic-sdg.org/
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